PROCERDINGS OF THE. TENTH AND BUDGET SESSION OF THE MIZORAM
LEGISLAT IVE ASSEMBLY -HELD .I THE ASSEMBLY Hall. FROM THE
15TH MARCH, 1976 TO 30TII MaRCH, 1976,
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Mr.Speaker and Hon'ble Members, QKGR T TEARY

I welcome you to the Fifth Budget Session
of the Migoram Legisl-tlve Assembly and offer you my cordial
greetings., This is the second session for me to address this
august House and when I recall the circumstances under which
we met last I cannot but feel a deep sence of satisfaction at
thae fast improvement that has taken place during the last
twelve months. Last year we met: in the shadow of an unprece-
dented tragedy involving the assassination of three brave top
‘Folice officers of this Government. Law and order situstion
had deteriorai®@d to whot appeared to be the lowest water mark
in the histooy of this Union Territory. There was a general
senge of insecurity. My Government at that time called upon
the people to condemn and resist the act of senseless vidlence
Which werz belng perpetrated by the underground MVF. It is
highly gratify1n~ that people of Mizoram responded to this
appeal and with their co-operation it has been possible for
us to take effective mersures to réestore peace and achieve
near normalcy. The successes achieved by the Security Forces
and Police in dealing with the undergreund elcments are, in-
decd, remarkable. In the year 1975, 32% persons belonging to
the underground NF/MNL were arrested =nd 287 weapons were
recorered as against only 170 personnel argested and 128
wea ons recovered in 197 «» Number of vidlent incidents dropped

gO in the year 1977 as aFalnst 162 in the year 1974,
Simllarly ; cases of kicdnapping came down from 21 in 1974 to 6
this year., #s many as 311 persons surrendred in 1975 a
against only 28 persons in 1974%. 4ll these persons have pledeed
loyalty to the Constitution of India and they are today re-
united with their families and are ledding normal lives in ithe
community. My Government are keen to do everything possible
for rehabilitation of this persons who have lost valuablc years
in the wilderness and who need assistance to settle in gainful
employment. Some progress had been made but a lot more remains
to be done, Government of Indis have promised us additional
funds. We propose to constitute a separate cell headed by a
senior officer to pay whole-time attention tc this task.
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Al11 progress is dependent on pean=ful ‘conditions and 2
reallzation of this fact has helned greatly in enlisting

the support of people in the compaign agalnst ¥iolence.
Lastly, my Govsrnment have taken vigorous steps to intensify
the tempo of developmental activities so that the common
people may taste the Iruits of cdevelopment and thus acquire
a state In peaceful conditions which are g pre-reguisite to
development. This multi-progeed policy of the Government has
borne fruit, and today in Mizoram we are having near normal |
conditions and a relaxed atmcsphere in which the energiss of

the people are increasingly Weing devoted to coaStructive

tasks. I am happy to congratulate the Hon'ble Members as well

as the people of Mizoram whom they represent for the successes ¥
achieved in this direction. -

-

+

2. The year 1975 has been a nomentous year

in the history of our nation. In the month of June, our

beloved Prime Minister declar:d a state of <mergency and )
followed it up by smouncing the 20-Foint Bconomic Programme
for improving th? socio~econonic conditions of our pecople.
These bold steps have ushered in a new era of discipline and
dedication in the life of our people. CGovirnment of India, as
well as, State and Union Territory Govornments 211 over the
country have taken vigorous measures to implzment the prog-
ramme€ given by the Prime linister, In Mizoram my Government
has fully responded to the clarian call of tke Prime Ministcr
and 1s determined to push throggh her policies and progranmes
for develeopment and betterment of the lives of our peoplc,
particulariy the weaker scctiodns of the society. I shall be
referring to some of the polnts in the programme, relevaniy

to our conditicns, whén reviewlng the working of various ®
departments.

3. ' Cne of the most remarkable achievements
following declaration of Bmergsncy has been the control and
reversal of the inirlationary trend in our ¢concmy. Indiax is,
p=rhaps, the only co.ntry where success has buen achieved in
contreliing inflation so effectively. This hwas put the national
econorr on a sound footing and we are now witnessing a
reseneration of indusirisl and sgricultural production. This
has made it possible Tor my Governrment to pushk ahead with
developméhtal activitics in Mizoram in a much bigger way than
bofore. Planning Commission have agbecd to mn allotment of
Rs.8.65 crores for the next year's dnnual Plan. This gives us
an increase of about 20% over the, size of the Plan for the
current year. Recontly the Chief Mindster wvisited Delhi and
held discussinons with the Brime Minister and the Plonning
Minister for a further inereasse in the size of the Plan
particularly in the agriewlture sector and we are optimistic
that morc funds will be provided for this purpose. Over and
abcve this, we expect to get Re.71.18 crores [rom the North
Bastern Council for implementing Regional schemes. Cehtrally
sponsored schemes will account for an additional expenditurc ol
Rg.51.23 lakhs in Migoram excluding abecut [s.7.21 crores te be
spent by Border Roads ofi original works,
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411 these allocation of funds put togethér amount to

B5.10.34% crores which gives us an expenditure of Rs.312,00
per capita on development. This is perhaps, one of the
highest per capita expenditure on development in the country.
My Government, therefore, expects to step up very sharply

the tempo of dewvelopmental activities during the year '
1976-1977.

4., The most important sector in the £4gld° of
development in Mizoram 1s agriculture because 93% of popu~
lation is dependent on agriculture., Unfortunately, the .
traditonal praetice of jhuming has not permitted agriculture
to make majof progress in the past years. Therefore

currently the2 primary attention of the agriculture bepartment
is devoted to reclamation and terracing of land for pemma-
nent cultivaticn., The allocsation of funds for agriculture
has been raised from 1s.85 lakhs in the current plan year &
154129 lakhs for the yesr 1976-77.Similarly, the outlay on
zinor irrigation has been raised from Hs.10 lakhs to Rs.

20 lakhs. The physdcal targets for land reclamation have

been doubled for 1976~77., In the year 1974-75, 1735 hectares
of" land were reclaimed wnereas during the year 1975-76 work -
orders for reclaming snd terracing 2,500 hectares have been
given. In the year 1976-77 1t is proposed to reéclaim 5,000
heetares of 1land for permsrent cultivation. It 1is the fimm
noticy ol my Government to 8tep up the tempo of land recla-
mation and permanent settlicwent of land in the coming years
and pubt an end to the wunteful and unproductive resort to

jnum cultivation hy the fzmers.

5. ancther succre3 dn the field of agriculture has
been the cultivestion of siaser. In the year 1974-75 the
Government distributed 1,000 Qtls. of ginger seed. During
the current year 10,000 -tls. ol seed is being dlstributed
meinly to the powwer scctimn in th2 rural areas in the form
of loan on ensy terms., During the current year we expect
singer producticn to the cxtent of 10,000 H.Ts. This should
bring a hondsome amount of inceme to the cultivators.

O Frr sacczssful implementation of schemes in the
expanding agriculture sector it is nocessary to strengthen
the trained manpower inirestructure. Government have sent
eight students to vari~us Universities in the noungry for
doing B.Sc. (agriculture). Twe serving officers of the
Department have bhcen sent for Post-Graduate studies. To
further a scientific aprnroach to the problems of agrlcglture
we have apvroached the Ministry of agriculture, of Govern-
ment of Tndia t. undertake s 110 survey in certain areasé _
Indi=n Ccuncil »f agriculturesl Hestarch have established a

Ruscarch Cantre abt B-lasib.

7o Farest in :itzcram have suffered due %o ipdiscri—
minate jhum cultivation, Bfforts are now being made Lo

re-zeneérate the Torests. In the next financial year Rs.26

. . . I, O - i e T ! f Flb'_‘ut
1-khs ha-e been provided for this scheme. #an area ol
gdgkhegtares is grnposed tr be put under plantatlon with trees

af econanmic valus ¢ach yeal.
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In addition, 57 hectarcs will be planted with quick=-growing
specics for production of sof't wood ~nd 100 heetarcs under
rubber plantation. For:st Depertmint continues to suffer from
shortaze of frained tichnical perscmmél. To overcome this
4ifficulty a numbér of persong hrve boen deputed to varicus
training instituticns but it will ts=ke¢ some time before wo

set our full requircments of trained personnel, So0il conser-
vation has been ziven high priority. Bs. 35 lakhs are belng spent
spent during the current year on this task, Noxt year a much
larser amount is expected to b= spent. Poople hove shown grest
cnthusiasm for hillside terracing and my Government pagoposc

te ext.nd assistance te them by providddg subsidy to the
maximum passible extent.

0o

R Mizoram is c¢xtremely shert of doctors,
Reonntly some more. dottors hrve beon recruitsd but the

rrobler will be reazlly solwd when cur own youngmen conmplste
their studice and com¢ bacx to Migoram after acquiring scme
iseful experience. There arz at present as many as 60 students
sndergoing studliss on stipends from Government of Mizoram for
Ma3.B45B. course in varicgs Uedical Collepes. Inspite of this
hondicep exponsion of medical facilites roceived active _
wttentisn durine this yoar. Champhai Hogpital and Zemsabawk
T.lkeHogpitnl buildings are nearing eompleticn and these
Fospitols will start cepratineg in the coming finsncial year,
Axtension to saizawl Civil Glosyital is alse about to be
cammleted, Congtruction work is zlsc in progress for the Saiha
50 bedded Hespital, ané Frimary Heslth Centres at Bukpui and
Lokicherra. & Bural Digpens-ry 1s uncer construction at South
Yanlaivkal, In the next finencial yv-2t 1t is propesed to take up
qp construction work mfor the Hospital at Chawngte; further
gxtengicn of the building of sdzavl <ivil Lospitel; outdoer
natiznts! building of Lungledi Lospital and of a new building
far the Kolasib lospitel., . Urban Family Flanning Cantre
111 be opened ot Saihe end i Bistriet Faelly Planning Bureau
w111 be started abt Lunpglei, it thoe State level the State
Faqily Flenning Bureau which 1s already functioning will be

strencthenad,

. In the wunimal Husbandary scctor three
attle Brodding Yarms are being commissi ned at digzawl, Dungilel
nd Saikha for procucing improved brewod of cows. The Fraed

i1l at Selesit has pein Tuncticning satisfactorily and
producin: a sizeable guantity of wixed food for the dairy
Tarmu>rs. Lurins tho yvosr 1976-77 it is proposcd to step up

1ilk proguction around sizawl through » scheme of subsidised
Cistribution.of dairy cows, The Gentral Hetcherry-cumiboultry
Form at &.lesih bhas alsc started frncetioninig with 5,000 chicks
imported from Bhubanueswar and twe Intvabator have beeén iqstalled.
The Rogional Pis-Breeding Farm spunscred by the Herhtm Eastern
Souncil has boon cxponded to b oause 100 sows. Under the qanimal
Health and Lisease Control Prograwme, the constructicn of a
Vete pinary bspitel and Veterinary Dispensnry at dizowl and

a nmber of Rureal dnimal Tushandary Centres in the countryside
hove boan b=akin in FondG.
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There is a great deal of scope for animal husbandry in
Mizoram, and my Government are taking steps to improve the
quality of dairy cattle, poultry and piggery through a
number of schemes.

10. In the field of education there has been improvement
gqualitatively as well as quantitatively. The number os stud-
ents on-rolls has gone up. The pupil-teacher ratio in the
L.P.Schodls has been improved from 46:1 to 41:1 and efforts
are being made to imrpove it still Turther in the next year,
To mmet the aspirations of the people in Chhimtuipui District
control of all Government primary Schools within that district
has been transferred to the three Bistrict Cowncils., Book

-Banks have beén set up in most of the Primary, Middle and

iigh Schools as well azs Colleges for the henefit of poor
students as per 20-Ppoint Prgoramme of the Prime Minister.
Prices of school text-books and exercise books have be:n
subhstantially reduvced and c¢geential commodities are being
made availahle at controlled rates for all hostels students.

1. - The Mizoram Institute of Bfucation presented its
first batch of traninne teachers for B.Ed. examination and
it is gratifying that 29 out of 30 teachers, passed the exa-
mination and 6 of them were placed in the first division.

For gqualitative improvement in difference aspects
of teaching, several shert-time cours2s and work-shops were
orzaniséd with the relgr of Naticnal Council of Educational
dgceaezch and Training, oncd the National Institute of
Languages., o

A pold project cn non-formal education has been
3llotted to Mirzoram for Chrimtuipui District with an outlay of
Rs. 1 lakph. This project has bzen launched covering 71 villages
with 3,457 illiterats and semi-ilterate beneficiaries.

State Library at Alzawl and twe District Libraries, ong at
Lungiei and tha other at Salha rave started functioning.

In addition, the State kuscum is also being started with a
view to project thz cultural heritage of Mizoram in all its
varied aspects,

Under th: Social Welfare schemes, 110 old persons
wi o have crossed the ng2 of 65 years have been givn old age
pensions of Rs,30 per montk, The Tribal Research Institute

"has done commendabla work in bringing out three important

recearch publizatins. The Institute bas also taken in hand
th» task of reprinting some of the valuable old bocks which
have goné out of print, such as the higrhly valued »izo-English
Disctiorary by Jsl.lorrain. Construction of hostels for
tribal girls, one at Aizawl and the other at Lunglei, 1s also
being undertaken on the basis of a special grant provided

by the Governmgnt of India.

12. The Fublic Works Department continued to expand
its activities particularly in the construction of roads.
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ough this DEpartm nt is h widicapped due to laci of
.|1c 1 pe reonnel, it wes able to achiev. substantial

ress on Bilkkawthlir-Saiphai Aoad, Kolasip-Lokicherrs

Unahthial-South Vanlaiviai toad, Lun*sun Chawngte

1nd Khawzawl-Lungdar Joad. The coniract for constructicn
bvluge over river Tuicken has been finalized and work
111 start in full swing during 1976-77. While work upto the
first 20 K.Ms on Alzawl-Hemit-iumarghat Hoad has made
3
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tisfactory prgoress, construction of the nect 10 K.Ms ~
ztﬂr on Rawnpul-uharmura Road is =xpected to start before
¢« end of this montn.

(’1' m W I—-_, g

13, The toal gmeration of power in Hizoram was 570 K.W

during 1974%-75. It is now 1070 X.W. and steps have been taken

tv further increasz it to 1800 K.W. The per capita n»neﬂatl(m
ich was 3.7 Z.W. h-ours per annum has been raised to 8 KW

hours Per annum during the 1st oneyear. In Aigawl streect

clzetrification is being cotended to a number of vengs. The

gorx on 66 K.V, Line to Aizawl is in progress. A provision

Yoz been made for Wnvestigation of htdro pwoer potential on

piver Dhalsswari nerr Airawl snd river Mab ncar Zobawk. A new

ﬁi‘ctr10a3 Circl: andé on= exhpa Division with three Sub-

Divigions have beehr crested. Thus considerable progress has

wehisved in power gineration, transmission and distribution

cince 293t March 1975 when the control over this scctor was f

Lransforred to Goveriment of Mizoram. ., Yy

T The bupn1w Depgrtuent maintained a regular flow of

Trodgroing and other escvuiial commmoditi.s in Tazoram durin-

Lhe curront financial year. A record gunatity of rice, wheat

200 fugar was Dwoerted into Mizowsm and the ugudl_SCalc of

2 4.8 per adult poer wack tk“Obmrou- Mizoram and 3 K.Gs in

the tewng of Ads qwl Liznmlzi an” oSalha has heen malntained,

Tre sllothsnt of sugar =and xzroszn: for Mizoram was also

2ntancad, Alter tho p?rc_uuat“on of smergency effective

steps wers taken b the buprly Department to ensure the

aviailability of essential Commodities to the censumers at

resgmnable rotas. An order was passed under the Defsnce of

Tndia Rul-s for display of price lists, In respuc+ of 24 item

of essentinl couwmoditics resscnnble rates vere Tixsd, In i

consejuente of thos: morsures tlae wag a Sharp deeling in §

the prices of ezsentisl commoditics. On account ofmadequate

stocks havines ian bailt op in respect of cemint) G.C.1. »

stizeus, ﬁu+humobll~ tyreg and? tub2s ete., 10U XwWas deglded

£t 1iff restriction on their sale but tht prices continued

to be fixed by t*, OupUL} bC]iTul*nt A drive was launched

arsinat sorns ration cards ond as maay as 13,000 hogus

arult ration winits we Goteetbed snd were elalmmatbd _1I'J.

e
Atrawl towy =lone. This drive is continuing.

A
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Another notable Development waskrthe decision of
Government of India to bear the transportation cost of rice
upto Alzawl and Lunglei. You will he glad to know that the
Central Warehousing Corporation have agreed to construct
scizntifically designed godowns at Aizawl for storage of
foodgrains.

15. Perhaps, the mdst important achievemsnt of this
Department was the drive launched against corrupt officials
and unscrupulous contractofs who had been responsible for
misappropriating large quantities of foodgrains and funds,
Criminal cases have bhecen registered against 28 Government
officials and 19 contractors. 11 Government officials have
been removed from service; 2 of them were cunvicted by
courts and dismissed from servicce., A number of officials and
contractors involved were detained under M.I.5.4. This had had
a salutary effect and it is expected that such mal-practices
which had been prevalent for quite sometime will now be
eradicabed to alarge extent. I am sure, Hon'ble Members would
join me in appreciating the very fine performance of this
Department. Recently a scheme for deedntislizing the work of b
this Department has been implemented with the setting up
of District Civil Supply Offices. This should bring about

~a further imprevement in the working of this Department.

16. State Transport has slso undergone considerable
expansion during the yuar. 8 buses were added to the
Government Transport fleet bringing its strength to 8 Mini-
buses and 24 medium buses, i bus service is being run on

all the all weather motorable roads. During the current year
two now bus routes, namely, Alzawl-Tut and siawl-Knhawruhlian
ware opened. Bus stations are being constructed at Lunglei
-nd Kelasib, In the coming financial year it is proposed to
purchase 6 more buses so as to provide better service on

the existing routes and also take up two new routes, namely
4izawl-Khawzawl and aizawl-Darlawn,

The proposal to convert the State Transport into
dizoram Road Transport Corporation has made progress. appro-
wal of Rules for this Corporaticn froem the Government of
India is awaited. The Bailway out-agency has started func-
tioning with effect from 1hth Wovember, 1975. When the
services of this ..gency are fully utilised it is expected
that market prices of several of the commodities imported
from cutside will b brought down., Survey of the groposed
railway line from Inlsbazar in Cachar to cocnect Salrang
is now undertaken by the Railway authorities.,

17 A number of measures to strengthen the adminis-
trative infrastructure were undertaken during the current
year. New whole-time post of = Secretary to the Government
in the P.W.DP and = post of additional Secretary in the
Finance Departmeht werec created.
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Two more posts have been created recently, namely, a post of
Deputy Secretary and another post of Registrar of Co-opera-
tive Societies. Thz proce:s of drafting recruitmeat rules for
varicus categories of Government servants was continued. So
far recruitment rules in Pespzct of 58 categnrics of Govern-
ment servants have been finalised. spprecisting the importance
of training my Government has desputed a large number of

of ficers to various training institutiong. One senicr officer
hes bien sent for training abroad under the United Naticons
Development Prroramme. 6 othir senior officers attended
varicus training courses run within the country. 10 newly-
recruited officers were deputed for their initial training

to the Union Territories! Training Institute. During the

next financial ye¢nr it is proposed t- hold the second
cempetitive examinstion for recruitment to Mizcram Civil
Scrydee,

A new Employment Bxchange was opensd at Saiha.
The number of applicants registered with the Employment
ixchanges continued to show z rising trend. as against 1,887
spplicants registered in 1974 the number rose to WY in 1975,
There is need t- strengthen this Department ans there is'a -
pr.posal for establishment of a Labwur -wnd Smployment Direc-
torate se that w2lfare me¢asures may. be mmdertaken isy respect
o»f lab ur and vari us enactments pzssed by the Pgrliament -
may be caforced. Under the 20 Point Leoncmic Programme the
Department hh&s initiatocd steps to implems=nt the appremntices-
ir Traning Schemex un'er which stipends wiil be provided to
rpprentices deputed to vari~us industrial undertakings.

18. In the 20-Point Economic Prezramac a major item is
tlhe develspment of hondleoem industry. In Migoram there is tre-
mendous scops [or development of hanols ms bgeause traditonally
almost every Mizo lady knows the art of w.aving. & change is,
hwever, needec from the traditi-nal loom toe the more efficient
hrndioom, My Government have drawn up a programme fro rapid
development ¢f this industry. Ceonstractim of 10 sheds in
gselected villages has been taken in hand. Bach shed will
acesmmodat: 10 lo-ms znd those who are interested the depart-
ment will provide rondlonne at 50% subsidised rate. S5 far

400 women have been imparted troining in hendloom. During the
eoning financisgl yenr anclher 23 Buiidings will be put up in
the villagee and 280 hondlecps distributed at subsidised rates,
It is aleo plannzd to set up a raw matérinl depot which will
distribute yarn t s the w=svers at law rates, thus increasing
their margin of profit.

19. In the cosoperstive sector, the [inancial base of

the twe State level instituti-ns, namely, Miuzn Whalesale
Cozoperative Store and Mizoram Apex Marketing Socicty has

been Strengthened, Thise orgnisations have undertnken dlstri-
butin of a large number of e€ssential crnsumer iﬁems 1ike
cnnzrolled eloth, baby fond, writing paper ote, There are ¥m
retsil outlets at cach suv-cilvisional headguartérs dueing
1976877, ot Ligawl it 1s proposed to start a Co-nperative stoge

cn the lines of a Guper Bobar,
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The apex Marketing Society has taken up distribution of
commedities 1like pulses, sugar, mustarg oild etc. It
comtinues to play an impertant role in the marketing of
ginger. Due¢ to the efforts of this society the grovers gre
getting avery {air price for ginger and they are not astthe
me rcy of unscrupulous traders. Recently the distributicn of
petrsleum products has alsc been undertaken by this Socddty,

20. a comprzhensive scheme was prepared for reoppanising
snd strengthenins the Police Depertment. The services of
selected officers were obtained and a number of new posts
were creagted, a4ll these measures have produced geood results-
and Mizoram Police is functioning with renewed fonfidence and
vigour in discharging their duties. Training which is an
important factor in impreving the efficiency of a Enlice
farce ® has also recgived due attenticn. 4 large number of -
officers and men of Mizoram Police have been deputed to
training courses at varicus institutions in the country.
Proper hhusing of Policemen is essentlal for the morale and
cfficiency. This aspect is alss receiving attention., 4
coxmprehensive scheme has e en framed for building up
aceomodation for Police Department and a part of 1t is under
gxscuti-on on Bmergency bhasis.

21. The survey which I have given of activities of va-
rious Bepartments of my Government is not exhaustive and 1
hove only touched the wore important developments which have
taken place. Even so, it gives a clear picture of an admiw
nistration wnich is rapicly increasing the tempo of its acti
vitics and is functi.onin: with enhanced senge of confidence
and purpese. s 1 said iv the beginning, this is avastly
improved picture compered to lacst year, This improvement has
bzen possible largely on account of the c-ntrol achieved
during tre year on thoe lew and order situation. The conditi:ns
of roturning normaley and peace have énabled my Government

to devote greater abtenbicn to the task of development and
re~contracticn, Mizoram has been ravaged by disburbed condi-
ti-ns for absuth 9 deeade but we can new 1ok forward to an
era of peace and progress, The prgoremmes and pollcics given
by cur beloved Prime NMinister have inspired the entire natlca
to a new sense of purpose and discipline. In this climate.

I am c-nfident, the people of Mizoram will march forward
rand in hand with psople in other parts of the couptry to

a brightsr and happler future.

Jal HIND.
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